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Percentage of population residing in urban areas
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Iceland
Localities of 200 or

more inhabitants

Cities and towns
including suburbs of
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Ireland

1.500 or more
inhabitants
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thresholds for beeing urban:

10.000 inhabitants
5.000 inhabitants
1.500-3.000 inhabitants
200-400 inhabitants

I Germany

Denmark

Sweden

United Kingdom

Usually city status in the United
Kingdom was granted by the British
monarch to a select group of
communities. Since 2001 urban areas
are defined as settlements with a
population of 10.000 or more
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Greece
Slovakia
Slovenia
Albania

Portugal
Communes of 10.000 or
more inhabitants,
including suburbs

- Ny
Switzerland
Communes of 10.000 N
or more inhabitants,
including suburbs Il"

Netherlands
Municipalities with a
population of 2.000 and
more inhabitants

Belgium
Cities, urban
agglomerations and
urban communes

France
Communes containing
an agglomeration of
more than 2.000
inhabitants living in
contiguous houses or
with not more than 200
metres between houses

Norway .
Localities of 200 or
more inhabitants

Denmark ;,
Localities of 200 or |

0
more inhabitants ::E-
)
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Luxembourg

Communes having more
than 2.000 inhabitants in
the administrative centre

= 200 inhabitants

oTD"

www.tdstar.nl
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Spain
Localities of 2.000 or
more inhabitants "

Algeria
All the settlements
connected to a town

Morocco Tunisia
Towns proclaimed Population living
in communes

by royal dahil

Malta ..

Towns with 1.500
inhabitants or more

Sweden

Built-up areas with at least 200
inhabitants and where houses are at
most 200 meters from each other

Finland
Urban communes

Germany
Localities with 5.000
inhabitants or more

Poland

Towns and settlements of urban
type, e.g. workers' settlements,
fishermen’s settlements, health
resorts

“You shall be urban” s,

Theo Deutinger The definition of an urban population
varies widely from country to country. Of the 228 countries for
which the United Nations compiles data, roughly half use
administrative considerations, 51 distinguish urban populations
based on the size or density, 39 rely on functional characteristics,
22 have no definition of “urban” at all and 8 countries define all
(e.g. Singapore) or none (several countries in Polynesia) of their
populations as living in urban areas.

Within Europe the differences are as extreme. While for example
in Norway urban substance is defined by 200 and more inhabit-
ants, in ltaly a locality needs at least 10.000 people to be
recognized as urban area. If Italy would apply Norwegian
standards it would be suddenly inhabited by millions of new urban
dwellers.

These statistical figures provide an extremely powerful tool for
national politicians. A slight tuning of the parameters that define
urbanity, leads to the creation or concealment of urban population
from one moment to the other - cities appear or vanish.

Theo Deutinger, director of TD*, office for strategies and
architecture, Rotterdam www.tdstar.n/

Czech Republik

Localities with 2.000 or more

Latvia, Lithuania,

Estonia, Belarus, Rep.
of Moldova, Russian

Austria
Communes of more than
5.000 inhabitants

Hungary
Budapest and all legally
designated towns

Slovenia .
Settlements with 3.000
inhabitants or more

Albania

inhabitants

Federation, Ukraine

Cities and urban-type localities, officially
designated as such, usually according to
the criteria of number of inhabitants and
predominance of agricultural, or number of
non-agricultural workers and their families

Slovakia
138 cities with 5.000
inhabitants or more

sources:

Denmark: netleksikon.dk
UK: statistics.gov.uk
Slovenia: www.stat.si
all others:

= UN World Urbanization Prospects 1999
Romanla . UN Demographic Yearbook 2000; Definition of Urban
Cities, municipalities
and other towns

Towns and other industrial
centres of more than 400

Bulgaria
Towns and
localities legally
established as

urban

taly
Communes
with 10.000
inhabitants or more

Turkey

Population of the
localities within the
municipality limits of
administrative centres of
provinces and districts

Greece

Population of municipalities and
communes in which the largest population
centre has 10.000 or more inhabitants




